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40 GEOLOGICAL SKETCHES. [t

ITI.
THE BARON’S STONE OF KILLOCHAN.!

ON a gentle green declivity that slopes down to the Water
of Girvan, and within sight of the broad Firth of Clyde,
which the Girvan enters only three miles farther down the
valley, stands a large gray block of granite, known in the
district as the Baron’s Stone of Killochan. From this stone
Jooking seaward, on a clear day, when a breeze from the
north-west has freshened the Firth into deepest azure, you
can see, far away beyond the bold headlands of Carrick,
the long blue lines of the hills of Antrim. And if you go
but a few yards up the hill you may trace these faint
promontories vanishing into the west, and then the long
low hilis of Cantyre bounding the western horizon, while in
the midst of the wide stretch of sea Ailsa Craig lifts its
scarred sides 11oo feet above the surf that beats about
their base. The nearer landscape is formed by the valley
of the Girvan, narrow and straight, with a ridge of green
hills about 1ooo feet high on the south side, a range of
lower wooded eminences on the north, and the river wind-
ing in endless curves along the bottom. Looking up this
valley, the eye wanders with delight over a mingled group-
ing of woodland and meadow, revealing here and there a
reach of the blue stream and a strip of soft bright pasture.

v Macmillan's Magazine, XVII., 1868.
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