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almost below our feet. Not one of the party happened to

have brought a rifle, and the animal was rapidly out of

reach of our revolvers, as he raced UI) the steep side of the

valley, and took refuge among the crags and caves of lime

stone at the top.

Being assured that the Yellowstone country was per

fectly safe, that we should probably see no Indians at all,

and that any who might cross our path be'onged to friendly

tribes, and being further anxious to avoid having to return

and repeat that dismal stage journey, we arranged to travel

through the "Yellowstone Park," as it is termed, and

through the mountains encircling the head-waters of the

Snake River, so as to strike the railway not far from where

we had left it. This involved a ride of somewhere about

3oo miles through a mountainous region still in its abori

ginal loneliness. By the care of Lieutenant Alison, the

quartermaster of the Fort, and the liberality of the army

authorities, we were furnished with horses and a pack-train

of mules, under an escort of two men, one of whom, Jack

Bean by name, had for many years lived among the wilds

through which we were to pass, as trapper and miner by

turns; the other, a soldier in the cavalry detachment at the

Fort, went by the name of "And)'," and acted as cook and

leader of the mules. The smaller the party, the quicker

could we get through the mountains, and as rapidity of

movement was necessary, we gladly availed ourselves of the

quartermaster's arrangements. Provisions were taken in

quantity sufficient for the expedition, but it was expected
we should be able to add to our larder an occasional

haunch of antelope or elk, which in good time we did.

So, full, of expectation, we bade adieu, not without regret,
to our friends at Fort Ellis, and set out upon our quest.

The reader may be reminded here that the Yellowstone
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