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in a torrent over the mound, the surface of which now
-streamed with water, while its strange volcanic colours
glowed vividly in the sunlight. A copious stream of still
steaming water rushed off by the nearest channels to the
river. The whole eruption did not last longer than about
five minutes, after which the water sank in the funnel, and
the same restless gurgitation was resumed. Again, at the
usual interval, another outburst of the same kind and
intensity took place.

Though the most frequent and regular in its movements,
“Qld Faithful” is by no means the most imposing of the
geysers either in the volume of its discharge or in the height
to which it erupts. The “Giant” and “ Beehive” both
surpass it, but are fitful in their action, intervals of several
days occurring between successive explosions. Both of:
them remained tantalisingly quiet, nor could they be pro-
voked by throwing stones down their throats to do anything
for our amusement. The *Castle Geyser,” however, was
more accommodating. It presented us with a magnificent
eruption. A far larger body of water than at “Old
Faithful ” was hurled into the air, and continued to rise for
more than double the time. It was interesting to watch
the rocketlike projectiles of water and. steam that shot
through and out of the main column, and burst into a
shower of drops outside. At intervals, as the energy of
discharge oscillated, the column would sink a little, and
then would mount up again as high as before, with a hiss
and roar that must have been audible all round the géyser
basin, while the ground near the geyser perceptibly trembled,
I had been sketching close to the spot when the eruption
began, and in three minutes the place where I had been
sitting was the bed of a rapid torrent of hot water rushing
over the sinter floor to the river,
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