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to present a luminous picture of the earth's surface, its

various forms of configuration, its continents, islands, and

oceans, its mountains, valleys, and plains, its rivers and

lakes, its climates, plants, and animals. It thus endeavours

to produce a picture which shall not be one of mere topo

graphical detail. It ever looks for a connection between

scattered facts, tries to ascertain the relations, which subsist

between the different parts of the globe, their reactions on

each other and the function of each in the general economy

of the whole. Modern geography studies the distribution

of vegetable and animal 1ie over the earth's surface, with

the action and reaction between it and the surrounding

inorganic world. It traces how man, alike unconsciously

and knowingly, has changed the face of nature, and how,

on the other hand, the conditions of his geographical

environment have moulded his own progress.

With these broad aims, geography comes frankly' for

assistance to many dif1eren branches of science. It does

not, however, claim in any measure to occupy their domain.

It brings to the consideration of their problems a central

human interest in which these sciences are sometimes apt

to be deficient; for it demands first of all to know how the

problems to be solved bear upon the position and history

of man and of this marvellously-ordered world wherein he

finds himself undisputed lord. Geography freely borrows

from meteorology, physics, chemistry, geology, zoology, and

botany; but the debt is not all on one side. Save for the

impetus derived from geographical research, many of these

sciences would not be in their present advanced condition.

They gain in vast augmentation of facts, and may cheer

fully lend their aid in correlating these for geographical

requirements.

In no respect does modern geography stand out more


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1882-Geikie-Sketches/README.htm


