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around their summits the cloudy screen which keeps the

sun from ripening his miserable patch of corn, or rots it

with perpetual rains after it has been painfully cut. He

stands among the mountains face to face with Nature in her

wilder moods. Storm and tempest, mist-wreath and whirl

wind, the roar of waterfalls, the rush of swollen streams,

the crash of loosened landslips, which he may seem hardly

to notice, do not pass without bringing, unconsciously per

haps, to his imagination their ministry of terror. Hence

the playful mirthfulness and light-hearted ease of the Celtic

temperament have in his case been curdled into a stubborn

ness which may be stolid obstinacy or undaunted perse

verance, according to the circumstances which develop

it. Like his own granitic hills he has grown hard and

enduring, not without a tinge of melancholy suggestive of

the sadness that lingers among his wind-swept glens, and

that hangs about the slopes of birk round the quiet waters

of his lonely lakes. The difference between Irishman and

Scot thus somewhat resembles, though on a minor scale,

that between the Celt of lowland France and the Celt of the

Swiss Alps, and the cause of the difference is doubtless

traceable in great measure to a similar kind of contrast in

their respective surroundings.

If now we turn to the influences which have been at

work in the distribution of the population of the country

and the development of the national industries, we find

them in large degree of a geological kind.

In the first place, the feral ground, or territory left in

a state of nature and given up to game, lies mostly upon

rocks which, protruding almost everywhere to the surface

and only scantily and sparsely covered with a poor soil,

are naturally incapable of cultivation. The crystalline

formations of the Scottish Highlands may be taken as an
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