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favourable position, our neighbours on the opposite shores
of the Contment have become excellent sailors too, and
that if we have Dbeen enabled to lead the van in inter-
national commerce it has been largely due to the abundant,
safe, and commodious inlets in our coast-line which have
sheltered our marine,

Of the foreign trade of the country it is not needful to
speak. Its rapid growth during the present century is dis-
tinctly traceable to the introduction of steam navigation,
and therefore directly to the development of those mincral
resources which form so marked an element in the fortu-
nate geological construction of the British Islands.

THE END.
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