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CHAPTER XXVI.

LAWS OF VARIATION, confinued —SUMMARY.

yHE FUSION OF HOMOLOGOUS PARTS—THE VARIABILITY OF MULTIPLE AND
HOMOLOGOUS PARTS—COMPENSATION OF GROWTH—MECHANICAL PRESSURE
—RELATIVE POSITION OF FLOWERS WITH RESPECT TO THE AXIS, AND OF
SEEDS IN THE OVARY, AS INDUCING VARIATION—ANALOGOUS OR PARALLEL
VARIETIES—SUMMARY OF THE THREE LAST CHAPTERS.

The Fusion of Homologous Parts.—Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire
formerly propounded what he called la loi de Paffinité de soi
pour soi, which has been discussed and illustrated by his son,
Isidore, with respect to monsters in the animal kingdom,?
a,nc% by Moquin-Tandon, with respect to monstrous plants.
This law seems to imply that homologous parts actually
attract. one another and then wunite. No doubt there are
many wonderful cases, in which such parts become intimately
fused together. This is perhaps best seen in monsters with
two heads, which are united, summit to summit, or face to
face, or Janus-like, back to back, or obliquely side to side.
I‘n one instance of two heads united almost face to face, but a
little obliquely, four ears were developed, and on one side a
perfect face, which was maunifestly formed by the fusion of
thJ half-faces. Whenever two bodies or two heads are
I.n_utefi, each bone, muscle, vessel, and nerve on the line of
Junction appears as if it had sought out its fellow, and had be-
°ome completely fused with it. Lereboullet,> who carefully
Studied the development of double monsters in fishes, observed
In fifteen instances the steps by which two heads.gradually
became united into one. In all such cases it is now thought
by the greater number of capable judges that the homolo-
80us parts do mnot attract each other, but that in the words
Of Mr. Lowne:® * As union takes place before the differentia-
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