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The Fusion of Homologous Parts.-Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire
formerly propounded what he called la loi de l'afflflité de soi
pour soi, which has been discussed and illustrated by his son,
Isidore, with respect to monsters in the animal kingdoin,1
and by Moquin-Tandon, with respect to monstrous plants.
This law seems to imply that homologous parts actually
attract: one another and then unite. No doubt there are
many wonderful cases, in which such parts become intimately
fused together. This is perhaps best seen in monsters with
two heads, which are united, summit to summit, or face to
face, or Janus-like, back to back, or obliquely side to side.
In one instance of two heads united almost face to face, but a
little obliquely, four ears were developed, and on one side a
perfect face, which was manifestly formed by the fusion of
two half-faces. Whenever two bodies or two heads are
United, each bone, muscle, vessel, and nerve on the line of
junction appears as if it had sought out its fellow, and had be
come

completely fused with it. Lereboullet,2 who carefully
Studied the development ofdouble monsters in fishes, observed

fifteen instances the steps by which two heads.gradually
became united into one. In all such cases it is now thought
by the greater number of capable judges that the

homolo-gousparts do not attract each other, but that in the words
OfMr. Lowne : "As union takes place before the differentia-

l
'Bist, des Anomalies,' 1832, tom.

:
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1. PP. 22, 537556; torn. iii. p. 462. Series in the Museum of the R. Coil.

1Comptes Rendus,' 1855. pp. 855, of Surgeons,' 1872, p. xvi.
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