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same general laws, which have been the groundworl

natural selection of the formation of the mogt le:;ough
adapted animals in the world, man included, weyq : ;:gly
’ n-

tionally and specially guided. However much we may wis

it, we can hardly follow Professor Asa Gray in his beljef « ﬂ;bh
“ variation has been led along certain beneficial lines ” 111(:;
stream ‘ along definite and useful lines of irrigation.” 1 We
assume that each particular variation was from the beginning
of all time preordained, then that plasticity of organisation

which leads to many injurious deviations of structure, as wel]
as the redundant power of reproduction which inevitably leads
to a struggle for existence, and, as a consequence, to the
natural selection or survival of the fittest, must appear to us
superfluous laws of nature. On the other hand, an omni-
potent and omniscient Creator ordains everything and fore-
sees everything. Thus we are brought face to face with
a difficulty as insoluble as is that of free will and predesti-
nation.
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