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may represent the lower part of the Kimmeridge Clay.
These rocks are thrown down by powerful faults against
the crystalline schists ; hence, though now confined to the
mere margin of the Highlands, they may once have ex-
tended much farther inland. On the west side of the
country, Jurassic rocks play a much more important part in
the geology, occurring in many detached areas from the
Shiant Isles to the southern shores of Mull. Over much of
this region they owe their preservation in great measure to
the mass of lavas poured over them in Tertiary time. They
have been uncovered, indeed, only at a comparatively recent
geological date. They comprise a consecutive series of
deposits from the bottom of the Lias up to the Oxford clay.
The Lower, Middle and Upper Lias consist chiefly of shales
and shelly limestones, with some sandstones, well seen
along the shores of Broadford Bay in Skye, and in some of
the adjacent islands. The Lower Oolites are made up of
sandstones and shales, with some limestones, and are over-
lain by several hundred feet of an estuarine series of de-
posits, consisting chiefly of thick white sandstones, below
and above which lie shales and shelly limestones. These
rocks form a prominent feature underneath the basalt
terraces of the east side of Skye, Raasay, and Eigg.
They form the highest members of the Jurassic series,
representing probably some part of the Oxford Clay. The
next Secondary rocks (Cretaceous) succeed them uncon-
formably.

Rocks belonging to the Cretaceous system undoubtedly
at one time covered considerable areas on both sides of the
Highlands, but they have been entirely stripped off the
eastern side, while on the western they have been reduced
to a few fragmentary patches, which have no doubt sur-
vived because of the overlying sheets of basalt that have
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