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CHAPTER VL

THE REIGN OF ANGIOSPERMS IN THE LATER CRETACEOTUS
AND KAINOZOIC.

IT is a remarkable fact in geological chronology that
the culmination of the vegetable kingdom antedates that
of the animal. The placental mammals, the highest
group of the animal kingdom, are not known till the be-
ginning of the Eocene Tertiary. The dicotyledonous
Angiosperms, which correspond
to them in the vegetable king-
dom, occur far earlier—in the
beginning of the Upper Cre-
taceous or close of the Lower
Cretaceous. The reign of cy-
cads and pines holds through-
out the Lower Cretaceous, but
at the close of that age there is
a sudden incoming of the high-
er plants, and a proportionate
decrease, more especially of the
cycads.
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