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Tlu~ ef'f, TL~ (I r a I L«' l'll :t t.ion iII ha rd and Sll ft Ia .}'I' I'~ . dis taut 1 y ::; lJ:tCell or 
g roupt->d , :tppt·ar t ltruughuut the scene. Besides, t lll'l'C are r ulumnar lines 
due to ,·crti t·al juints II\ tlu.~ h:u·dor buds, o r to rill-work •lo\\'n the vertical 
ami s loping surfttl'l':i. 

178. 

Murblc Cuilon. !•'rom n photograph. 

The rock of t he level region. eithe r s ide of the ca.fion, anu of the upper 
part of the walls, is Carboniferous limestone. Below n.re Paleozoic sand­
stones and othe r limestones, def;cemling to the C::uubria.n; at bottom, iu 
some pn.rt::; , nnd fur a height of 500 to 1000 feet n.uovt>, tht> rocks are granitic. 

Jf:my viP\\'S nf t h <' Colomtlo Ca fion a.lso show rang(_)s of fiat- topped 
mountain hL~ i~ltts to th0 north, all of which have similar a rchiteetural 
f1'ature::; in their declivities, y<.~t with JH'c·nli:nitics belongi ng severally to 
tlte rocks of t h e tli ffe1·ent periotl~ r~pn~Sl-\ llted. A:5 do~eribe1l by Dutton, 
fll·st, in the as1wnt to the Hnmmit., therf' :1,re the T riassic'' Vt:)rmilion Cliffs"; 
abnv~ tlwsP th e \\'ltit.e ;wd red tlurn.ss ic; then the pale y ello \\', gray, and 
brown Cretac· <"ons strata ; and a.t t he top gJ'L':tt plains, the High Pla.tea.us of 
Utah, the highest nearly 12,000 f~et above sea level, wltich, unlike the 
Rlopes, are con•red in some parts with forests. The vegetation at the sum­
lllit is aecountl•cl fur, says Dutton, by the fact that the rainfall there is 30 
inches a ~·e:u·, while ouly four to eight inches in the lower country. These 
mounbtin pla.tt~aus are remnants of formations that once covered the cafiou 
region and extended fax away into Arizona.. 
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