
THE LAST' LINK

AT the end of the nineteenth century, the

age of 'natural science,' the department of

knowledge that has made most progress is

zoology. From zoology has arisen the study

of transformism, which now dominates the

whole of biology. Lamarck* laid its founda

tion in i 8o9, and forty years ago Charles

Darwin obtained for it a recognition which

is now universal. 1t is not my task to repeat

the well-known principles of Darwinism. I

am not concerned to explain the scientific

value of the whole theory of descent. The

whole of our biological study is pervaded by

it. No general problem in zoology and

* See note, p. So.
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