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6 THE LAST LINK

connection between ontogeny and phylogeny,
between the development of the individual and
the history of its ancestors, enables us to gain
a safe and certain knowledge of our ancestral
series. 1 had at that time distinguished in
this series ten chief degrees of vertebrate
organization. I attributed the highest im-
portance to the logical connection of anthro-
pogeny with transformism. If the latter be

true, the truth of the former is absolute.
“Our theory that man is descended from
lower vertebrates, and immediately from apes
or primates, is a case of special deduction
which follows with absolute certainty from the
general snduction of the theory of descent.’
The full proof and detailed explanation of
this view was afterwards given in my
‘ History of Natural Creation,” and especially
in my ‘_AnthroPOgehy.’* Lastly, it has
received an ample scientific and critical
foundation in the third part of my ‘ Syste-
matic Phylogeny.’*

¥ See notes, pp. 102, 106,
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