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surface being convex, and their lingual sur-
face slightly concave. The ancestors of
Europeans seem to have had the same form
of teeth, for the oldest existing fragments of
skulls from the Mammoth age (¢.g., the jaws
from La Naulette, in Belgium) reveal tooth-
forms which must be classed with those of
the lowest races of to-day.’*

Now we are able to apply this fundamental
Pithecometra-thesis directly to the classifica-
tion of the Primates and to the phylogeny of
man, which is intimately connected with it,
because in this order, as in all the other
groups of animals, the natural system is the
clear expression of true phylogenetic affinity.
Four results follow from our thesis: (1) The
Primates, as the highest legion or order of
mammals, form one natural, monophyletic
group. All the Lemures, Simiz, and
Homines descend from one common ances-

* Wiedersheim, ‘Der Bau des Menschen als Zeugniss fiir
seine Vergangenheit.” Freiburg, 1888. Translated: ¢ The
Structure of Man an Index to his Past History’ London,
1895.
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