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136 THE LAST LINK

animals whose whole life is crowded into one
single day.

Astronomers have long ceased to reckon
distances by miles or any other understand-
able unit. They express the distances
between us and the stars and nebule by
‘years of light” Try to imagine a.unit of
length equal to that which is passed through
by light (186,000 miles per second) in one
year. Not so very long ago the enormous
distances resulting from astronomical calcula-
tions were looked upon as the most serious
objection to the correctness of the astronomers’
views as to the distances which separate our
globe from the nearest fixed stars. We have
not yet accustomed ourselves to reckoning
time by some similar broadly-conceived
standard—say @ons of so many thousand
years each.

Unfortunately, we possess no data whatever
for calculating the age of the successive
geological strata. Thanks to Lyell, the
theory of violent universal cataclysms has
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