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142 THE LAST LINK

Zoologists have fallen into the habit of
requiring enormous lengths of time for the
evolution of the animal kingdom. We know
that Evolution is at best a slow process, and
the conception of the changes necessary to
evolve man from monkey-like creatures, these
from the lowest imaginary mammals, these
from some reptilian stock, thence descending
to Dipnoan fish-like creatures, and so on
back into Invertebrata, down to the simple
Monera—this conception is indeed gigantic.
Innumerable, almost endless, slow changes
require seemingly unlimited time, and as time
is endless, why not draw upon it ad Zbitune ?

Huxley pointed out that it took nearly the
whole of the Tertiary epoch to produce the
horse out of the four-toed Eohippos, and
that, if we apply this rate to the rest of
its pedigree, enormous times would be re-
quired. This is, however, a very misleading
statement, which necessitates considerable
reduction, in conformity with our increased
paleontological knowledge. Animals of the
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