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152 THE LAST LINK

strata. A duration of 1,700,000 years divided

by four gives 425,000 generations.

5. From Theromorpha to Proreptilia,
represented by Eryops and Cricotus from
the Lower Permian of Texas. Allowing
1,000,000 years, each generation at four
years, we obtain 250,000 generations.

6. From Proreptilia to Eotetrapoda, the
first terrestrial Vertebrata, represented by
something like the Stegocephali, the earliest
of which are known from the Coal-measures.
Assuming them to have come into existence
at the bottom of the Coal-measures, for the
duration of which we may guess 2,000,000
years, we get, with four years’ allowance for
puberty, 500,000 generations.

7. From Eotetrapoda to a not yet sepa-
rated or differentiated group of Crossop-
terygian and Dipnoan fishes, both of which
are known from Devonian strata. The
duration of the latter has been computed at
4,000,000 years, which, with 1,000,000 for
the Mountain Limestone formation, gives us
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