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All the above calculations are, of course,
only approximate. What we do know is
the existence of representatives of the stages,
our proofs being the fossils; but when we refer
the origin of the Eotetrapoda, for example, to
the bottom and not somewhere to the middle
of the Coal-measures, we are guessing
merely. Alterations in the levels assumed
for the various stage-representatives will, of
course, alter the result of the number of
generations ; but the leading idea, as a
whole, is not thereby upset. The fact
remains that in the Upper Silurian we have
fishes; from the Coal-measures onwards, fishes
and Amphibia; since the Permian, fishes,
Amphibia, and reptiles ; since the end of the
Trias these three classes and the Mammalia ;
and lastly, at least since the Plistocene, man
himself. If Evolution is true at all, the
transformation from early fish-like creatures
to man has come about within these epochs.
Being able to assign a time of duration to
each of them, with an approximate total of
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