
THE RIDDLE OF THE
UNIVERSE

All the different philosophical tendencies may, fro

the point of view of modern science, be ranged in tw0

antagonistic groups; they represent either a dualjtj

or a monistic interpretation of the Cosmos. The for

nier is usually bound up with teleological and idea].js

tic dogmas, the latter with mechanical and realjstj

theories. Dualism, in the widest sense, breaks up the

universe into two entirely distinct substances-the

material world and an immaterial God, who is repre

sented to be its creator, sustainer, and ruler. Monisrri

on the contrary (likewise taken in its widest sense),

recognizes one sole substance in the universe, which

is at once "God and nature"; body and spirit (or mat

ter and energy) it holds to be inseparable. The extra

mundane God of dualism leads necessarily to theism;

and the intra-mundane God of the rnonist leads to

pantheism.
The different ideas of monism and mate'riaUsm, and

likewise the essentially distinct tendencies of theoreti

cal and practical materialism, are still very frequently
confused. As this and other similar cases of confu

sion of ideas are very prejudicial, and give rise to in

numerable errors, we shall make the following brief
observations, in order to prevent misunderstanding:

I. Pure monism is identical neither with the theo
retical materialism that denies the existence of spirit,
and dissolves the world into a heap of dead atoms, nor
with the theoretical spiritualism (lately entitled "ener

getic
"
spiritualism by Ostwald) which rejects the no

tion of matter, and considers the world to be a specially
arranged group of "energies" or immaterial natural
forces.

II. On the contrary, we hold, with Goethe, that
"matter cannot exist and be Operative without spirit,
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