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kinds of apes suffer a periodical discharge of blood
from the womb, which corresponds to the menstrua
tion of the human female. The secretion of the milk
in the glands and the suctorial process also take place
in the female ape in precisely the same fashion as in
women.

Finally, it is of especial interest that the speech of

apes seems on physiological comparison to be a stage
in the formation of articulate human speech. Among
living apes there is an Indian species which is musical;
the hylobates syndactylus sings a full octave in per
fectly pure, harmonious half - tones. No impartial

philologist can hesitate any longer to admit that our
elaborate rational language has been slowly and

gradually developed out of the imperfect speech of
our Pliocene simian ancestors.
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