
CHAPTER VII

PSYCHIC GRADATIONS

Psychological Unity of Organic Nature-Material Basis of the
Soul: Psychoplasm-Scale of Sensation-Scale of Movement

-Scale of Reflex Action-Simple and Compound Reflex Ac

tion-Reflex Action and Consciousness-Scale of Perception
-Unconscious and Conscious Perception-Scale of Memory
-Unconscious and Conscious Memory-Association of Per

ceptions-Instinct-Primary and Secondary Instincts-Scale

of Reason-Language-Emotion and Passion-The Will
Freedom of the Will

T
HE great progress which psychology has made, with

the assistance of evolution, in the latter half of

the century culminates in the recognition of the Psy

chological unity of the organic world. Comparative psy

chology, in co-operation with the ontogeny and phy

logeny of the psyche, has enforced the conviction that

organic life in all its stages, from the simplest unicel
lular protozoon up to man, springs from the same ele

mentary forces of nature, from the physiological func

tions of sensation and movement. The future task of

scientific psychology, therefore, is not, as it once was,

the exclusively subjective and introspective analysis
of the highly developed mind of a philosopher, but the

objective, comparative study of the long gradation by
which man has slowly arisen through a vast series of

lower animal conditions. This great task of separat-
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