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understanding.
"

And the same must be said of the
entire field of biology, the whole constitution and his

tory of organic nature, if we set aside the question of
man for the moment. Darwin has not only proved by
his theory of selection that the orderly processes in the
life and structure of animals and plants have arisen

by mechanical laws without any preconceived design,
but he has shown us in the

«
struggle for life" the pow

erful natural force which has exerted supreme control
over the entire course of organic evolution for millions

of years. It may be said that the struggle for life

is the "survival of the fittest" or the "victory of the

best"; that is only correct when we regard the strong
est as the best (in a moral sense). Moreover, the

whole history of the organic world goes to prove
that, besides the predominant advance towards per
fection, there are at all times cases of retrogression to

lower stages. Even Baer's notion of "design" has no

moral feature whatever.
Do we find a different state of things in the history

of peoples, which man, in his anthropocentric presump
tion, loves to call "the history of the world"? Do we

find in every phase of it a lofty moral principle or a wise

ruler, guiding the destinies of nations? There can be

but one answer in the present advanced stage of nat

ural and human history: No. The fate of those branch

es of the human family, those nations and races which

have struggled for existence and progress for thou

sands f years, is determined by the same "eternal

laws of iron" as the history of the whole organic world

which has peopled the earth for millions of years.
Geologists distinguish three great epochs in the or-

ganic history of the earth, as far as we can read it 1111

the monuments of the science of fossils-the prmiarY
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