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thinly, remain beyond dispute-the lofty Principle of
universal charity and the fundamental maxim of ethj

the
«
golden rule," that issues therefrom; both, how:

ever, existed in theory and in practice centuries before
the Lime of Christ (cf. chap. xix.). For the rest, the
Christians of the early centuries were generally Pure
Communists, sometimes

«
Social Democrats," who, ac

cording to the prevailing theory in Germany to-day,

ought to have been exterminated with fire and sword

11.-PAPAL CHRISTIANITY

Latin Christianity, variously called Papistry, Rö

manism, Vaticanism, Ultramontanism, or the Roman

Catholic Church, is one of the most remarkable phe
nomena in the history of civilized man; in spite of the

storms that have swept over it, it still exerts a most pow

erful influence. Of the four hundred and ten million

Christians who are scattered over the earth the majori

ty-that is, two hundred and twenty-five millions

are Roman Catholics; there are seventy-five million

Greek Catholics and one hundred and ten million

Protestants. During a period of one thousand two

hundred years, from the fourth to the sixteenth cen

tury, the papacy has almost absolutely controlled and

tainted the spiritual life of Europe; on the other hand,

it has won but little territory from the ancient religions

of Asia and Africa. In Asia Buddhism still counts

five hundred and three million followers, the Brah

manic religion one hundred and thirty-eight millions,

and Islam one hundred and twenty millions.

It is the despotism f the papacy that lent its darkest

character to the Middle Ages; it meant death to all

freedom of mental life, decay to all science, corruption

314


	LinkTextBoxLeft: geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1900-Haeckel-RiddleUniv/README.htm


