
CHAPTER XIX

OUR MONISTIC ETHICS

Monistic and Dualistic Ethics-Contradiction of Pure and Prac
tical Reason in Kant-His Categorical Imperative-TheNeo
Kantians-Herbert Spencer-Egoism and Altruism-Equiv
alence of the TwoInstincts-The FundamentalLaw of Ethics:
the Golden Rule-Its Antiquity-Christian Ethics-Contempt
of Self, the Body, Nature, Civilization, the Family, Woman
Roman Catholic Ethics-Immoral Results of Celibacy-Ne
cessity for the Abolition of the Law of Celibacy, Oral Confes
sion, and Indulgences-State and Church-Religion a Private
Concern-Church and School-State and School-Need of
School Reform

T
IlE practical conduct of life makes a number of

definite ethical claims on a man which can only
be duly and naturally satisfied when they are in com

plete harmony with his view of the world. In accord

ance with this fundamental principle of our moriistic

philosophy, our whole system of ethics must be ration

ally connected with the unified conception of the cos

mos which we have formed by our advanced knowl

edge of the laws of nature. Just as the infinite uni

verse is one great whole in the light of our monistic

teaching, so the spiritual and moral life of man is a part

of this cosmos, and our naturalistic ordering of it must

also be monistic. There are not two different, separate

worlds-the one physical and material, and the other

moral and immaterial.
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