
THE RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSE

leni of "organic creation," of the natural origin of the

countless forms of life by gradual transformation

It is true that Lamarck had recognized fifty years

earlier that the mode of this transformation lay in the

reciprocal action of heredity and adaptation. How

ever, Lamarck was hampered by his lack of the prin

ciple of selection, and of that deeper insight into the true

nature of organization which was only rendered possi

ble after the founding of the theory of evolution and

the cellular theory. When we collated the results of

these and other disciplines, and found the key to their

harmonious interpretation in the ancestral development
of living beings, we succeeded in establishing the mon

istic biology, the principles of which I have endeavored

to lay down securely in my General Morphology.

V.-PROGRESS OF ANTHROPOLOGY

In a certain sense, the true science of man, rational

anthropology, takes precedence of every other science.
The saying of the ancient sage, "Man, know thyself,"
and that other famous maxim, "Man is the measure
of all things," have been accepted and applied from all
time. And yet this science-taking it in its widest sense
-has languished longer than all other sciences in the
fetters of tradition and superstition. We saw in the
first section how slowly and how late the science of
the human organism was developed. One of its chief

branches-embryology-was not firmly established
until 1828 (by Baer), and another, of equal importance
-the cellular theory-until 1838 (by Schwann). And
it was even later still when the answer was given to the
"question of all questions," the great riddle of the
origin of man. Although Lamarck had pointed out
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