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what has been written upon their subject in other coun-
tries. But I am afraid there is still not a little truth in
the charge, that the general body of geologists here is but
vaguely acquainted with geological types and illustrations
other than such as have been drawn from the area of the
British Isles. More particularly is the accusation true in
regard to American geology. Comparatively few of us have
any adequate conception of the simplicity and grandeur of
the examples by which the principles of the science have
been enforced on the other side of the Atlantic.

Fully sensible of this natural tendency, I have tried to
keep it in constant view as a danger to be avoided as far
as the conditions of my task would allow. In a text-book
designed for use in Britain, the illustrations must obviously
be in the first place British. A truth can be enforced much
more vividly by an example culled from familiar ground
than by one taken from a distance. But I have striven to
widen the vision of the student by indicating to him that
while the general principles of the science remain uniform,
they receive sometimes a clearer, sometimes a somewhat
different, light from the rocks of other countries than our
own. If from these references he is induced to turn to the
labors of our fellow workers on the Continent, and to share
my respect and admiration for them, a large part of my
design will have been accomplished. If, further, he is led
to study with interest the work of our brethren across the
Atlantic, and to join in my hearty regard for it and for
them, another important section of my task will have been
fulfilled. And if in perusing these pages he should find
in them any stimulus to explore nature for himself, to
wander with the enthusiasm of a true geologist over the
length and breadth of his own country, and, where oppor-
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