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But, owing to the precession of the equinoxes, the condi
tion of things on the two hemispheres must be reversed

every 10,000 years or so. When the solstice passes the

aphelion, a contrary process commences; the snow and
ice gradually begin to diminish on the cold hemisphere
and to make their appearance on the other hemisphere.
The glaciated hemisphere turns by degrees warmer, and
the warm hemisphere colder, and this continues to go on
for a period of ten or twelve thouañd years, until the
winter solstice reaches the perihelion. By this time the
conditions of the two hemispheres have been reversed;
the formerly glaciated hemisphere has now become the
warm one, and the warm hemisphere the glaciated. The
transference of the ice from the one hemisphere to the other
continues as long as the eccentricity remains at a high
value. It is probable that, during the warm inter-glacial
periods, Greenland and the Arctic regions would be com

paratively free from snow and ice, and enjoying a temperate
and equable climate."
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