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component minerals may be obtained from fissures and cavi

ties in which there has been room for their formation. It is

in the "drusy" cavities of granite, for example, that the

well-defined prisms of feispar, quartz, mica, topaz, beryl
and other minerals are found. Successive stages in order

of appearance or development can readily be observed

among the crystals of rocks. Some appear as large, but

frequently broken, or corroded forms. These have evi

dently been formed first. Others are smaller but abundant,

usually unbroken, and often disposed in lines. Others have

been developed by subsequent alteration within the rock."

A study of the internal structure of crystals throws light

not merely on their own genesis, but on that of the rocks of

which they form part, and is therefore well worthy of the

attention of the geologist. That many apparently simple

crystals are in reality compound, may not infrequently be

detected by the different condition of weathering in the two

opposite parts of a twin on an exposed face of rock. The

internal structure of a crystal modifies the action of solvents

on its exterior (e.g. weathered surfaces of calcite, aragonite

and feispars). Crystals may occasionally be observed built

up of rudimentary "microlites," as if these were the simplest

forms in which the molecules of a mineral begin to appear

(p. 205).

A microscopic examination of some rocks shows that a

subsequent or secondary growth of different minerals has

taken place after their original crystalline form was com

plete. These later additions are in optical continuity with

the original crystal, and sometimes have taken place even

upon worn or imperfect forms. They may be occasionally

detected among the silicates of igneous rocks, and also even

19 J?ouqu6 and Michel-Lévy, "Mm. Mici'ograph." p. 151.
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