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diminish it in a corresponding measure elsewhere. The re-
turn of the ice into the state of water would produce an op-
posite effect. The attractive influence of the ice-sheets of
the Glacial Period upon the sea-level over the northern
hemisphere has been discussed by various mathematicians,
especially by Croll, Pratt, Heath, and Lord Kelvin. Con-
siderable differences appear in their results, according to
the conditions which they postulate, but they agree that a
decided elevation of the sea-level must be attributed to the
accumulation of thick masses of snow and ice. The rise of
the sea-level along the border of an ice-cap of 88° angular
radius and 10,000 feet thick in the centre is estimated at
from 139 to 573 feet.™ (4) A still further conceivable
source of geographical disturbance is to be found in the
fact that, as a consequence of the diminution of centrifugal
force owing to the retardation of the earth’s rotation caused
by the tidal wave, the sea-level must have a tendency to
subside at the equator and rise at the poles.”™ A larger
amount of land, however, need not ultimately be laid bare
at the equator, for the change of level resulting from this
cause would be so slow that, as Dr. Croll has pointed out,
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