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bear on questions of geological dynamics. The history of
these features will be more conveniently treated in Book
VII. after the structure and history of the crust have been
described. Before quitting the subject, however, we may
observe that the larger terrestrial features, such as the
great ocean basins, the lines of submarine ridge surmounted
here and there by islands chiefly of volcanic materials, the
continental masses of land, and at least the cores of most
great mountain-chains, are in-the main of high antiquity,
stamped as it were from the earliest geological ages on the
physiognomy of the globe, and that their present aspect has
been the result not merely of original hypogene operations,

but of long-continued superficial action by the epigene
forces described in Book 1l1I. Part 1L,
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