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are these forms for particular kinds of rock, that they serve
as a means of recognizing them even from a distance.
(Book VII.) | .

In eountries which have not been under water for a vast
lapse of time, and where consequently the superficial rocks
have been continuously exposed to subaerial disintegration,
thick accumulations of “‘rotted rock’ are found on the sur-
face. The extent of this change is sometimes impressively
marked in areas of calcareous rocks. Limestone being

Fig. 99.—The “Kettls and Pans,” St. Mary, Scilly: cavities weathered
ont of Granite (B.).

mostly soluble, its surface is coniinually dissolved by rain,
while the insoluble portions remain behind as a slowly in-
creasing deposit. In regions which, possessing the neces-
sary conditions of climate, have been for a long period un-
submerged, tracts of limestone, unprotected by glacial or
other accumulations, are found to be covered with a red
loam or earth. This characteristic layer occurs on a limited
scale over the chalk of the southeast of England, where, with
its abundant flints, it lies as the undissolved ferruginous
residue of the chalk that has been removed to a depth of
many yards. It occurs likewise in swallow-holes and other
passages dissolved out of calcareous masses, and forms
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