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thick, quite soft before exposure to the air, but hardening
thereafter, and much of it exhibiting a confused crystalliza
tion.""' It is known locally as Coquina. The calcareous

dunes of Bermuda have been already referred to (p. 573).

Goral-reefs.°_But the most striking calcareous forma

tions now in progress are the reefs and islands of coral.

These vast masses of rock are formed by the continuous

growth of various genera and species of corals, in tracts

where the mean temperature is not lower than 68° Fahr.

Coral-growth is prevented by colder water, and by the fresh

and muddy water discharged into the sea by large rivers.

One of the essential conditions for the formation of coral-

reefs is abundance of food for the reef-builders, and this

seems to be best supplied by the great equatorial currents.

It is observed that on the eastern coasts of Africa, Central

America, and Australia, bathed by ocean currents, exten-

sive coral-reefs flourish, while on the western coasts, in cor

responding latitudes, where no such powerful currents flow,

only isolated patches of coral exist. 170

Darwin and Dana have shown that reef-building corals

cannot live at depths of more than about fifteen or twenty
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