
876 TEXT-BOOK OF GEOLOGY

the direction in which they intersect each other. In general

they have two dominant trends, one coincident, on the

whole, with the direction in which the strata are inclined

from the horizon, and the other running transversely at a

right angle or nearly so. The former set is known as

dip-joints,because they run with the dip or inclination of the

rooks; the latter is termed strike-joints, inasmuch as they

conform to the strike or general outcrop. It is owing to the

existence of this double series of joints that ordinary quarry.
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Fig. 226.-Jointing in quarry of Caithness Flags, near Hothurn flead.

ing operations can be carried on. Large quadrangular blocks

can be wedged off, which would be shattered if exposed to

the risk of blasting. A quarry is usually worked to the dip

of a rock; hence the strike-joints form clean-cut faces in

front of the workmen as they advance. These are known as

"backs," and the dip-joints, which traverse them, as "cut

ters." The way in which this double set of joints occurs in

a quarry may be seen in Fig. 226, where the close parallel

lines traversing the shaded and unshaded faces mark the
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