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term. Thus, the bones of a sheep buried under gravel and
silt by a modern flood, and the obscure crystalline traces
of a coral in ancient masses of limestone, are equally
fossils. Nor has the term fossil any limitation as to
organic grade. It includes not merely the remains of
organisms, but also whatever was directly connected with
or produced by these organisms. Thus, the resin which
exuded from trees of long-perished forests is as much a
fossil as any portion of the stem, leaves, flowers, or fruit,
and in some respects is even more valuable to the geolo-
gist than more determinable remains of its parent trees,
because it has often preserved in admirable perfection the
insects which flitted about in the woodlands. The burrows
or trails of a worm, in sandstone or shale, claim recognition
as fossils, and indeed are commonly the only indications
to be met with of the existence of annelid life among old
geological formations. The droppings (coprolites) of fishes
and reptiles are excellent fossils, and tell their tale as to the
presence and food of vertebrate life in ancient waters. The
little agglutinated cases of the caddis-worm remain as fossils
in formations from which perchance most other traces of life
may have passed away. Nay, the very handiwork of man,
when preserved in any natural manner, is entitled to rank
among fossils; as where his flint-implements have been
dropped into the prehistoric gravels of river-valleys, or
where his canoes have been buried in the silt of lalke-
bottoms.

The term fossil, moreover, suffers no restriction as to
the condition or state of preservation of any organism.
In some rare instances, the very flesh, skin, and hair of

! The word *‘fossil’’ is sometimes wrongly used as synonymous with *‘petri-
fied,”” and we accordingly find the intolerable barburism of *‘sub-fossil, "’
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