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flora is marked by a singular monotony of character all over
the world, from the Equator into the Arctic Circle, the
same genera, and sometimes even the same species, appear-
ing to have ranged over the whole surface of the globe.
It consisted almost entirely of vascular eryptogams, and
pre-eminently of Equisetacese, Lycopodiacea, and Ferns.
Though referable to existing groups, the plants presented
many remarkable differences from their living representa-

Fig. 865.—Carboniferous Ferns.
a, Neuropteris Loshii, Brongn.; b, Alethopteris Gibsoni, Lesq.

tives. In particular, save in the case of the ferms, they
much exceeded in size any forms of the present vegetable
world to which they can be assimilated. Our modern horse-
tails had their allies in huge trees among the Carboniferous
jungles, and the familiar club-moss of our hills, now a low
creeping plant, was represented by tall-stemmed Lepido-
dendra that rose fifty feet or more into the air. The ferns,
however, present no such contrast to forms still living. On
the contrary, they often recall modern genera, which they
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