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same year which witnessed the appearance of the work
of Darwin was also that of the invention of Spectrum
Analysis, that great instrument by which astronomy,
doomed by the purely mathematical treatment to be-
come simply “une question d’analyse,” was once more
enrolled among the natural sciences; the means being
supplied for that natural history of the heavens which is
now one of the most progressive and fascinating branches
of science. The reader who has realised from the fore-
going exposition how the genetic view of nature was
anticipated by earlier writers on cosmology, such as
Leibniz and Laplace, how it obtained in geology through
Hutton and Lyell, how it became dominant in embryo-
logy through von Baer, and how the morphological
treatment broke down through the recognition of the
variability of species and the impossibility of defining
clearly the landmarks of zoological and botanical classi-
fication, will readily understand the importance and
timeliness* of Darwin’s work, which proposed to deal
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