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idea of those operations from which thought arises, we

5. must consider the brain as a particular organ, destined
Cftbanla'8
81mb.

specially to produce it in the same way as the stomach

and the intestines are there to perform digestion, the

liver to filter the bile, the parotid, maxillary, and sub

lingual glands to prepare the salivary juice."

The argument which led Cabanis to draw this parallel

between the functions of the brain and those of other

organs of the human body was based upon the philo

sophy of Locke, which had been domiciled in France by

Condillac and Helvetius. This philosophy, in its popular

version, taught that all our thoughts and ideas were

ultimately made up of sensations.' On the other side;

activity could be "explained
through the structure of the brain,
as secretion can be explained from
the structure of a gland" ('Reden,'
vol. i. p. 129).

1 Cabanis (1757-1808), in the pre
face to the 'Rapports,' &c., p. 11,

gives a list of contemporary French
writers who, following in the line
of Locke, to whom "philosophy is
indebted for the greatest and the
most useful impulse," have taken

up different aides of the doctrine.
Of their writings a very clear and
exhaustive analysis will be found
in M. Picavet's 'Lea Ideologues,
E8aai sur l'histoire des id6es et
des theories sc3entifiques, philoso
phiques, religieuaea, &c., en France

depuis 1789' (Paris, 1891). Ca
banis's own position is very clearly
defined (p. 16) when he says that
"Lea operations de l'intelligence et.
de la volonté se trouveraient con.
fondues 2. leur origine avec lea
autres rnouvement8 vitaux: le prin.
cipe des sciences morales, et par
consequence ces sciences elles
méznea rentreraient dan8 le domaine
de La physique; ellea ne seraient




plus qu'une branche de l'bistoire
naturelle de l'homme: l'art d'y
verifier lea observations, d'y tenter
lea experiences, et Wen tirer tous lea
résultats certains qu'elle8 peuvent
fournir, ne différeraient en rien
des moyens qui sont jouruelle
ment eniployés avec la plus entière
et. la plus juste confiance dans lea
sciences pratiques dont la certitude
eat, le moms contest4e." This was
written in 1802. M. Picavet. says
of Cabanis with much truth:
"Le contiuuateur d'Hippocrate, de
Descartes et des philosophes (In
XVlIImc siècle, a Ad Un prcurseur
de Lewes et de Preyer, de Schopen.
hauer et de Hartinaun, comme de
Lawarck, de Darwin et de bien
d'autres peuseurs qui appartien
nent aux ecolea lea plus différeutes,
et ne soupçonnent quelquefiis
méme pas que lea idées dont us
sont partis laura sout venues in
direct.ement, inais par des inter
mCdiaires authenticiues, de l'auteur
des 'Rapport.s du physique et du
moral '"

('Lea Iclo1ogues,' p. 264).
M. Picavet also gives valuable ex
planations how it came about that
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