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PREFACE.

IT is an Incongruous thing, when there is
any want of conformity between the subject
matter of an essay, and its title. The object
of this explanatory preface is to show that it
is an incongruity into which we have not
fallen.

In the first place, we were not in fair cir-
cumstances for expounding the adaptation of
external nature to the mental constitution of
man, till we had made manifest in some de-
gree what that constitution is. There is no
distinct labourer in that conjunct demonstra-
tion of the Divine attributes which is now
being offered to the world, to whom this
essentially preliminary topic had been as-
signed as the subject of a separate work.
It was therefore unavoidable, that, to a cer-
tain extent, we should undertake it ourselves,
else, in proceeding to the construction of our
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