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guity of questions yet unresolved, in the mist
of controversies yet unsettled. Often, though
not always, the argument for a God in some
phenomenon of nature depends upon its re-
ality, and not upon its analysis, or the physical
mode of its origination—on the undoubted
truth that so it is, and not on the undeter-
mined, perhaps indeterminable question of
how it is. We should not have shrunk from
the obscurer investigation, had it been at all
necessary. But that is no reason why time
must be consumed on matters which are at
once obscure and irrelevant. It is all the
more fortunate that we are not too long de-
tained from an entry on our proper task,
among the depths or the difficulties of any
preliminary disquisition which comes before
it—and that the main strength of the argu-
ment which our menta! constitution, taken by
itself, furnishes to the cause of theism, lies
not in those subtilties which are apprehended
only by few, but in certain broad and palpable
generalities which are recognised by all men.

But there is another explanation which we
deem i necessary to make, in order fully to
reconcile the actual topics of our essay, with
the designation which has been prefixed to it.
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