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rnind,-who is surrounded not only by an economy
of complex and extended materialism, but who is

surrounded by other men and other minds than his

own. Without this generalized view of external

nature, we should be left in possession of but scanty
materials for evincing its adaptation to the moral

constitution of man, though an ample field of obser

vation would still lie open to us, in unfolding the

aptitude of the human understanding, with its

various instincts and powers, for the business of

physical investigation. For the purpose then of

enhancing our argument, or rather of doing but

justice to it, we propose to consider not merely

those relations between mind and matter, but those

relations between mind and mind, the establish

ment of which attests a wise and beneficent con

trivance. We shall thus be enabled to enter on a

department of observation distinct from that of all

the other labourers in this joint enterprise,-and

while their provinces respectively are to trace the

hand of a great and good Designer in the mechan

ism of the heavens, or the mechanism of the ter

restrial physics, or the mechanism of various or

ganic structures in the animal and vegetable king

doms; it will be part of ours, more especially, to

point out the evidences of a forming and presiding,

and withal benevolent intelligence in the mechan

ism of human society.

We conceive of external nature, then, that it

comprehends more than the mute and unconscious
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