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combination of six or ten such elements. And

every mathematician, conversant in the doctrine of

probabilities,
knows how, with every addition to the

number of these elements, the argument grows in

force and intensity, with a rapid and multiple aug

mentation-till at length, in some of the more

intricate and manifold conjunctions, those more

particularly having an organic character and struc

ture, could we but trace them to an historical com

mencement, we should find, on the principles of

computation alone, that the argument against their

being fortuitous products, and for their being the

products of a scheming and skilful artificer, was

altogether overpowering.

7. We might apply this consideration to various

departments in nature. In astronomy, the inde

pendent elements seem but few and simple, which

must meet together for the composition of a plane

tarium. One unform law of gravitation, with a

force of projection impressed by one impulse on

each of the bodies, could suffice to account for

the revolutions of the planets round the sun, and

of the satellites around their primaries, along with

the diurnal revolution of each, and the varying

inclinations of the axes to the planes of their re

spective orbits. Out of such few contingences,

the actual orrery of the heavens has been framed.

But in anatomy, to fetch the opposite illustration

from another science, what a complex and crowded

combination of individual elements must first be
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