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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. a9

effected, ere we obtain the composition of an eye,
—for the completion of which mechanism, there
must not only be a greater number of separate
laws, as of refraction and muscular action and
secretion; but a vastly greater number of sepa-
rate and distinct parts, as the lenses and the re-
tina and the optic nerve, and the eyelid and eye-
lashes, and the various muscles wherewith this
delicate organ is so curiously beset, and each of
which is indispensable to its perfection, or to the
right performance of its functions. It is passing
marvellous that we should have more intense evi-
dence for a God in the construction of an eye,
than in the construction of the mighty plane-
tarium—or that, within less than the compass of
a handbreadth, we should find in this lower
world a more pregnant and legible inscription of
the Divinity, than can be gathered from a broad
and magnificent survey of the skies, lighted up
though they be, with the glories and the wonders
of astronomy.

8. But while nothing can be more obvious than
that the proof for design in any of the natural
formations, is the stronger, in proportion to the
number of separate and independent elements
which have been brought together, and each of
which contributes essentially to its usefulness—
we have long held it of prime importance to the
theistical argument, that clear exhibition should
be made of a distinction not generally adverted
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