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of refraction is indispensable to the faculty of
vision ; but the laws indispensable to this result
are greatly outnumbered by the dispositions which
are indispensable to it—such as the rightly sized
and shaped lenses of the eye; and the rightly
placed retina spread out behind them, and at the
precise distance where the indispensable picture
of external nature might be formed, and presented
as it were for the information of the occupier with-
in; and then, the variety and proper situation of
the numerous muscles, each intrusted with an im-
portant function, and all of them contributing to
the power and perfection of this curious and mani-
foldly complicated organ. It is not so much the
endowment of matter with certain properties, as
the arrangement of it into certain parts, that be-
speaks here the hand of an artist ; and this will be
found true of the anatomical structure in all its
departments. It is not the mere chemical pro-

assign all these striking phenomena to unknown causes, of which
they have no one substantive idea.”

When Professor Robison felt alarmed by the attempted de-
monstration of La Place, that the law of gravitation was an
essential property of matter, lest the cause of natural theology
should be endangered by it—he might have recollected that the
main evidence for a Divinity lies not in the laws of matter, but
in their. collocations—because of the utter inadequacy in the
existing laws to have originated the existing collocations of the
material world. So that if ever a time was when these colloca-
tions were not—there is no virtue in the laws that can account
for their commencement, or that supersedes the fiat of a God.
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