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There might still, though operating with random
and undirected activity, be the laws of impulse,
and gravitation, and magnetism, and temperature,
and light, and the forces of chemistry, and even
those physiological tendencies, which, however
abortive in a state of primitive rudeness, or before
the Spirit of a God moved on the face of the
waters, waited but a right distribution of the parts
of matter, to develop into the full effect and
establishment of animal and vegetable kingdoms.
The thing wanted for the evolution of this chaos
into an orderly and beneficial system is not the
endowing of matter with right properties ; but the
forming of it into things of right shape and mag-
nitude, and the marshalling of these into right
places. This last alone would suffice for bring-
ing harmony out of confusion; and, apart alto.-
gether from the first, or, without involving our-
selves in the metaphysical obscurity of those ques-
tions which relate to the origination of matter, and
to the distinction between its arbitrary and  essen-
tial properties, might we discern, in the mere
arrangements of matter, the most obvious and de-
cisive signatures of the artist hand which has been
employed on it.

18. That is a fine generalization by the late
Professor Robison, of Edinburgh, which ranges
all philosophy ‘into two sciences—one the science
of contemporaneous nature ; the other, the science
of successive nature. When the material world
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