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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 39

is viewed according to this distinction, the whole
science of its contemporaneous phenomena is com-
prehended by him under the general name of
Natural History, which takes cognizance of all
those characters in external nature that exist to-
gether at the instant, and which may be described
without reference to time—as smell, and colour,
and size, and weight, and form, and relation of
parts, whether of the simple inorganic or more
complex organic structures. But when the ele-
ments of time and motion are introduced, we are
then presented with the phenomena of successive
nature; and the science that embraces these is,
in contradistinction to the former, termed Natural
Philosopby. This latter science may be separated
or subdivided further into natural philosophy,
strictly and indeed usually so called, whose pro-
vince it is to investigate those changes which take
effect in bodies by motions that are sensible and
measurable ; and chemistry, or the science of those
changes which take effect in bodies by motions
which are not sensible, or at least not measurable,
and which cannot therefore be made the subjects
of mathematical computation or reasoning. This
last, again, is capable of being still further parti-
tioned into the science which investigates the
changes effected by means of insensible motion in
all inorganic matter, or chemistry strictly and
usually so called ; and the science of physiology,
whose province it is to investigate the like changes
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