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42 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

of it, would have been more manifest, had the dis-
tinction between the laws of matter and its collo-
cations been more formally announced, or more
fully proceeded on by the writers on natural theism.
And yet it is a distinction that must have been
present to the mind of our great Newton, who
expressly affirms that a mechanism of wonderful
structure could not arise by the mere laws of na-
ture. In. his third printed letter to Bentley, he
says, that ¢the growth of new systems out of old
ones, without the mediation of a divine power,
seems to me apparently absurd ;*’ and that “the
system of nature was sef in order in the beginning,
with respect to size, figure, proportions, and pro-
perties, by the counsels of God’s own intelligence.”’
In the last extract, by his admission of the pro-
perties along with the dispositions of matter, he
somewhat confounds or disguises again the impor-
tant distinction which, at times, he had clearly in
his view.*

* Towards the end of the third book of Newton’s Optics, we
have the following very distinct testimony upon this subject :—
“For it became Him who created them to set them in order.
And if he did so, it is unphilosophical to seek for any other origin
of the world, or to pretend that it might arise out of a chaos by
the mere laws of nature; though being once formed, it may con-
tinue by those laws for many ages.”

This disposition to resolve the collocations into the laws of
nature proves, in the expressive language of Granville Penn,
how strenuously, not “physical science,” but only some of its
disciples have “laboured to exclude the Creator from the details
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