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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 47

study of mind as a study in contemporaneous na-
ture; and we should then, in the delineation of
its various parts, be assigning to it a natural his-
tory,—or we might regard the study of mind as a
study in successive nature; and we should then,
in the description of its various states, be assigning
to it a natural philosophy. When such a phrase
as the anatomy of the human mind is employed
by philosophers, we may safely guess that the for-
mer is the conception which they are inclined to
form of it.* When such a phrase, again, as the
physiology of the human mind is made use of, the
latter is the conception by which, in all probability,
it has been suggested. It is thus that Dr. Thomas
Brown designates the science of mind as mental
physiology. With him, in fact, it is altogether a
science of sequences, his very analysis being the
analysis of results, and not of compounds.

20. Now, in either view of our mental constitu-
tion there is the same strength of evidence for a
God. It matters not for this, whether the mind
be regarded as consisting of so many useful parts,
or as endowed with as many useful properties. It
is the number, whether the one or other, of these
—out of which the product is formed of evidence
for a designing cause. The only reason why the
useful dispositions of matter are so greatly more
prolific of this evidence than the useful laws of

* It is under this conception, too, that writers propose to lay
down a map of the human faculties.
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