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theism, of that definite and mathematical evidence

which is founded on combination.

p21. But although, in the mental department of

creation, the argument for a God that is gathered

out of' such materials is not so strong as in the

other great department-yet it does furnish a

peculiar argument of its own, which, though not

grounded on mathematical data, and not derived

from a lengthened and logical process of reason

ing, is of a highly effective and practical character

notwithstanding. It has not less in it of the sub

stance, though it may have greatly less in it of the

semblance, of demonstration, that it consists of but

one step between the premises and the conclusion.

It is briefly, but cannot be more clearly and em

phatically expressed than in the following sen

tence:-16 He that formed the eye, shall he not

see? He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?

He that teacheth man knowledge, shall he not

know ?" That the parent cause of intelligent

beings shall be itself intelligent is an aphorism,

which, if not demonstrable in the forms of logic,

carries in the very announcement of it a challeng

ing power over the acquiescence of almost all

spirits. It is a thing of instant conviction, as if

seen in the light of its own evidence, more than a

thing of lengthened and laborious proof. It may

be stigmatized as a mere impression-nevertheless

the most of intellects go as readily along with it,

as they would from one contiguous step to another
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