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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 51

syllogisms, and expatiate over wide fields of induc-
tion, and amass stores of evidence, and, on the
useful dispositions of matter alone, can ground
such farge computations of probability in favour
of an intelligent cause or maker for all things, as
might silence and satisfy the reasoners.

23. But we forget that the object of the joint
compositions which enter into this work, is not
properly to demonstrate the being but the attri-
butes of God, and more especially His power
and wisdom and goodness. We start from that
point at which the intuitions and proofs of the
question have performed their end of convincing
man that God is; and from this point, we set forth
on an inquiry into the character which belongs to
Him. Now this is an inquiry which the constitu-
tion of the mind, and the adaptation of that con-
stitution to the external world, are pre-eminently
fitted to illustrate. We hold that the material
universe affords decisive attestation to the natural
perfections of the Godhead, but that it leaves the
question of his moral perfections involved in pro-
foundest mystery. The machinery of a serpent’s
tooth, for the obvious infliction of pain and death
upon its victims, may speak as distinctly for the
power and intelligence of its Maker, as the ma-
chinery of those teeth which, formed and inserted
for simple mastication, subserve the purposes of a
bland and beneficent economy. An apparatus of
suffering and torture might furnish as clear an in-
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