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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 53

throughout all nature for telling us of the Divine
character. For if once convinced, on distinct
grounds, that God is, it matters not how simple
the antecedents or the consequents of any parti-
cular succession may be. It is enough that we
know what the terms of the succession are, or
what the effect is wherewith God wills any given
thing to be followed up. The character of the
ordination, and so the character of the ordainer,
depends on the terms of the succession; and not
on the nature of that intervention or agency, whe-
ther more or less complex, by which it is brought
about. And should either term of the succession,
either the antecedent or consequent, be some moral
feeling, or characteristic of the mind, then the
inference comes to be a very distinct and decisive
one. That the sight of distress, for example,
should be followed up by compassion, is an obvious
provision of benevolence, and not of cruelty, on the
part of Him who ordained our mental constitution.
Again, that a feeling of kindness in the heart
should be followed up by a feeling of complacency
in the heart, that in every virtuous affection of the
soul there should be so much to gladden and har-
monize it, that there should always be peace within
when there is conscious purity or rectitude within ;
and, on the other hand, that malignity and licen-
tiousness, and the sense of'any moral transgression
whatever, should always have the affect of discom-
forting, and sometimes even of agonizing the spirit
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